UNA-USA-QUEENS CHAPTER BY-LAWS

Article I – Name and Affiliation

The name of this Association shall be the Queens Chapter of the United Nations Association of the United States of America, Incorporated.

Article II – Purpose and Function

The purpose of the Association is expressed in its national charter as follows:

The purpose of the Association is to study and promote the fundamental basis of peace with justice and the machinery necessary for its development. The Association shall carry on educational and informational activities so that the people of the United States of America and their government may participate to the greatest extent practicable in the United Nations and other official international and regional organizations functioning in various fields of international cooperation and international law.

The Association, in order to implement its overall purpose conducts programs of research, study and information to 

a) heighten U.S. public awareness and increase public knowledge of global issues and their relation to the United Nations system;

b) encourage, where appropriate, multilateral approaches in dealing with these 

issues;

c) build public support for constructive U.S. policies in matters of global concern; and

d) enhance the effectiveness of the United Nations.

Article III – Membership


Qualifications:   Membership is of two kinds:

1. Members

a) Membership is available to any United States resident

b) Honorary members

c) Membership in the chapter carries with it membership in the National 

      Association and in the State or Regional Division.

d) Membership fees are determined by the National Convention of UNA-

USA

2. Member Organizations: 

a)   Organizational memberships in the Chapter are open to local units of

national organizations in the Council of  Organizations and to other local groups supporting the purposes of UNA-USA

b) Service fees and voting rights within the Chapter for member 

       organizations will be determined by the Board of Directors of the 

                               Queens Chapter.


3  Meetings

a)    The Annual Meeting at which Officers and other Board Members are 

                               elected is held prior to the end of the fiscal year.       

b) A minimum of two meetings a year in addition to the Annual Meeting 

are held to carry out the educational work of the Chapter.

c) Notice and purpose of all business meetings shall be circulated to 

       each member at least seven days in advance of the meetings.

d) A quorum is 10% of the Chapter members.

Article IV – Officers


Qualifications: Any person who is a member of the Chapter upon election


Posts:
President



Vice Presidents



Recording Secretary



Corresponding Secretary



Treasurer

Term:  Two years with the privilege of re-election for one additional consecutive 

term in the same office. Officers shall take office on the first day of the 

fiscal year following election.

Nominations:   By the Nominating Committee, which shall be composed of three 

members appointed by the President and approved by the Board of 

Directors

Election:   By a majority vote of the members present at the Annual Meeting or,   

as an alternative, of those voting by mail ballot to all members of the Chapter.


Vacancies:   For the presidency, the Vice President shall assume duties as Acting 

President until the Board of Directors has the opportunity to elect a new President. Other vacant offices are filled by the Board of Directors.

Article V – Board of Directors


Function:
To conduct the affairs of the Chapter


Number:
Not less than ten members


Terms:

The term of office shall be two years with the privilege of re-

election.


Nomination:
By the Nominating Committee


Election :
Same as for Officers (See Article IV)


Vacancies:
Those occurring between elections shall be filled by the Board of 

Directors


Meetings:
At least one Board Meeting in every three month period


Quorum:
Twenty-five percent of the Board Members

Article VI – Committees

The Board of Directors will establish such committees as may be required to carry out the purposes of the Association.

The President of the Chapter shall appoint committee Chairpersons with the Approval of the Board of Directors. All committee Chairpersons shall serve on the Board of Directors ex officio without a vote. Committee Chairpersons shall appoint members to their own committees.

Article VII – Financial Administration

Fiscal Year:
The fiscal year shall coincide with that established by the National 

Board of Directors which is January 1 to December 31.


Budget:
A proposed budget shall be submitted to the Board of Directors for 

adoption at the Annual meeting. A copy of the adopted budget and 

annual report shall be filed with the National Office of the Association. A financial report or audit report shall be submitted to the National Office within sixty days after the close of the fiscal year


Dues:

Annual membership dues and distribution of such dues shall be 

established by the National Convention of the Association.

Article VIII – Ratification and Amendment of By-Laws


By-laws shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote of those present at any membership 

meeting of the Chapter, provided that they shall have been approved by the UNA-USA National Office and that all members have been notified 14 days in advance of the meeting.

By-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote through the same procedure.

Article IX – Parliamentary Authority


Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern this Association wherever it 


is applicable and is not inconsistent with the by-laws.
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(Based on discussions of the Board of Directors in May 1990

